
City of Ripon Leaf Collection 
 

The Department of Public Works will pick up leaves mid 
October through the 3rd Friday in November. 

THE CITY DOES NOT OFFER SPRING LEAF PICK UP 

Fall leaf pick up is designed to pick up the majority of 
leaves as weather allows. It is not designed to be a total 
leaf pickup, but to assist residents in caring for their 
property. If you have additional leaves after the last 
scheduled pick up, you may take them to the Compost 
Center located at 1131 Berlin Road on Tuesdays (mid April- 
mid December, weather permitting) or Saturdays 9am- 
3:30pm. 

For collection purposes the city has been divided into 3 
zones. See city website for zone maps. 

 
The Department of Public Works anticipates that crews 
will complete at least three sweeps through the city this 
fall, weather permitting. During the rounds of collection, 
leaves on the terrace will be picked up. Do NOT rake 
leaves into the street/gutter. 

 
If weather permits, there will be one additional non- 
scheduled pass through the city starting the 4th week in 
November. Winter may come early and prevent us from 
doing this additional collection. 

 
 

If weather prevents the city from 
completing the leaf collection, residents 
are responsible for the disposal of any 

remaining leaves. 

 
 

 
As an alternative to collection, residents may haul their 
leaves to the City’s Compost Center Located at 1131 Berlin 
Rd. Bags must be emptied and disposed of properly at the 
site. 

Compost Center hours of Operation 
Saturdays-year round- 9am-3:30pm 
Tuesdays-mid April-mid December- 9am-3:30pm (weather 
permitting) 

 

 
Leaf Pick up Standards 

• Leaves shall be raked in rows on the terrace for 
collection by city crews. Rows shall not be wider 
than 3’ from the curb. 

• If there is no grass between the sidewalk and 
curb, it is ok to place leaves on the sidewalk for 
pickup. 

• DO NOT RAKE LEAVES INTO THE 
STREET/GUTTER (ord. 10.22.050) 

• City crews will not pick up leaves in plastic bags. 
• Park vehicles and garbage carts away from leaf 

windrows. 
• Leaf windrows should not be near mailboxes, 

power poles, or any other obstruction. 
• Your garbage can is for garbage only. Do not 

place leaves inside automated garbage collection 
cans. Fines will be issued for non-compliance 
(ord. 10.20.050) 

• We will not pick up garden materials such as 
vines and corn stalks 

• Fruit, vegetables (such as apples and pumpkins) 
and grass clippings will not be collected. 

 
The cutoff date for leaf pick up will be the third Friday in 
November. Any leaves needing to be disposed of after 
that are the property owner’s responsibility and can be 
brought to the city’s Compost Center. 

 
A Green Alternative: Leave ‘em Lay 

As an alternative to raking leaves to the terrace, residents 
are encouraged to try mulching up moderate amounts of 
leaves with a lawnmower. This can be done during normal 
mowing. Just don’t allow the leaves to mat and make sure 
that ample grass shows through them. This will save you 
work and time, add nutrients to your lawn, reduce 
windblown leaves in your neighborhood and reduce the 
amount of labor and fuel the City needs to use for leaf 
collection. If you really like to rake, composting your 
leaves in a backyard garden is another alternative, which 
will provide you with useful organic material next year. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Mulching 
Leaves can provide nutrients for your lawn by being 
mulched into the soil. A mulching lawn mower blade will 
shred the leaves allowing them to fall into the grass, 
decompose, and be ready to feed your lawn next year. 
Flower beds like leaves too. The leaves provide winter 
mulch to protect the plants and richer soil in the spring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Composting 
Composting, often described as nature’s way of recycling, 
is the biological process of breaking up of organic waste 
such as leaves and grass clippings into extremely useful 
humus-like substance. Simple compost bins can be 
constructed of snow fence or chicken wire. Most home 
improvement stores carry plastic bins designed for home 
use. 
Leaves and Storm drains don’t mix. 



When preparing your leaves for collection, do not place 
the leaves in the street. The storm sewer system plays a 
vital role in protecting our properties and streets from 
flooding during a rain event. 

 

 
Clogged storm inlets can lead to numerous problems. 
Leaves can block proper water flow into storm inlets 
resulting in drainage problems, flooded streets, and 
dangerous driving conditions. 

 

 

Help protect your property and streets from flooding by 
keeping leaves off the streets and keep the storm grates 
free of debris. 

 

 
This will also help keep the outfalls that drain to our 
waterways free of pollutants. 

Doing your part for the environment is 
incredibly important, for the present and the 
future. Help keep our community clean and 
green. 

Other Suggestions For Your 
Neighborhood … 

“Storm Inlet Marking” 
“Adopt-A-Storm-Inlet” 
“Protecting Our Greenways” 
“Adopt -A-Pond” 
“Adopt-A-Ditch” 
“Adopt-A-Creek” 
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