
Leaf Collection Information 
 
LEAF COLLECTION SEASON 

• The City of Ripon collects leaves beginning mid-October through the third Friday in 
November. 

o However, since each season varies, the Department of Public Works monitors the 
leaf fall, weather, residents’ raking activity and adjusts this schedule accordingly. 

• The City is divided into three Leaf Collection Zones. 
o Zone maps are available on the City website: www.cityofripon.com/dpwutilities  
o Crews collect leaves zone by zone and continue rotating through the zones until 

all areas have been serviced. 
o In some years, up to seven collection passes have been completed. 

• Leaf collection is performed using three leaf collection trucks, which are also used for 
snow and ice control. 

o Conversion of trucks for winter operations typically begins in the third week of 
November and takes approximately two days per truck. 

o Depending on the weather, leaf collection may continue with remaining trucks 
during the conversion period and may extend into early December in warmer 
years. 

• The Department of Public Works continuously monitors leaf raking activity and weather 
conditions to maximize both leaf collection and winter maintenance services. 

 
PREPARING LEAVES FOR COLLECTION 

• Rake leaves to the terrace—the area between the curb and sidewalk—not into the 
street or gutter. 

• Leaves placed in the street can: 
o Block rainwater from flowing into storm sewers. 
o Cause storm drains to clog, leading to localized flooding. 

• Do not mix other materials with your leaves. The following items will not be collected: 
o Plastic or paper bags 
o Garden waste, pumpkins, or gourds 
o Grass clippings, sticks, or twigs 

• Mixed or contaminated piles may damage equipment, and crews will not collect these 
piles. 

• Only loose leaves should be placed curbside for collection. 
 
COMPOST CENTER 
If you still have leaves after the final pickup, they can be dropped off at the City’s Compost 
Center. 
Location: 1131 Berlin Road 
Hours: 

• Saturdays: Year-round, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
• Tuesdays: Mid-April through mid-December, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

http://www.cityofripon.com/dpwutilities


Seasonal updates and schedule changes are shared on the City website and Facebook page. 
 
GREEN ALTERNATIVES 

• Residents are encouraged to mulch leaves directly into their lawns as an 
environmentally friendly option. 

o Mulching helps fertilize grass naturally. 
o Reduces yard waste and saves time raking. 

 
THANK YOU 
Your cooperation helps keep Ripon clean, safe, and prepared for winter weather. 
 


