
  COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

July 27, 2020 

 

 

Present:  Schraeder, Schatzinger, Hansen, Gallops, Morrison, Splitt, Werch, Grant 

Absent:  Kane 

Others:  City Administrator Rich, City Attorney Wurtz (via phone), Public Works Director  

   Ehrenberg, Police Chief Wallner, City Clerk Schommer  

          

Grant called meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance/Invocation- Rev. Jeffrey Dodson 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Mayor Grant stated the Proclamation- Voluntary Masking was being moved be discussed in with 

the Discussion Item- Face Masks 

Motion made by Morrison, second by Gallops to approve amended agenda. Motion carried. 

  

Public communications and comment 

Bill & Trevin Schultz- 116 E Lane St, Ripon-Selfridge Skate Park.  Schultz stated the current 

condition of the skate park is not safe and wondered if there was money in the budget to make 

repairs or how to proceed to get repairs done.  His son, Trevin and his friends are willing to do 

work on the project, making it safe.  Timothy Bachleitner, N7612 Cty Rd E, Ripon- 

Proclamation Voluntary Masking.  As a Ripon business owner he is against making it mandatory 

for people wear face masks.  Jenny Holt, N8637 Comorn Rd, Ripon- Proclamation Voluntary 

Masking.  She has concerns with the proclamation especially with the wording “educate”.  

Against mandatory wearing of face masks.  Beth Kastenschmidt, didn’t give address due to 

safety concerns, Ripon- Against mandatory wearing of face masks and against the Black Lives 

Mural being approved.  Joaquin Salas, 233 ½ Watson St, Ripon- Black Lives Matter mural.  He 

is for approving the mural.  Meg Schwemmer, 723 Woodside Ave- Black Lives Matter Mural.  

She is in support of approving the mural.  Kat Griffith, 955 Ransom St-Black Lives Matter 

Mural. Griffith had support petition from Ripon College with 900 student signatures and copies 

of emails from Ripon College Students in favor of approving the mural.  She also is in support of 

the mural being approved.  Doug Iverson, 543 Fenton St- mural.  Iverson is in support of the 

mural staying, but stressed the fine for putting up the mural without following the current 

procedures should be paid not waived.  Andy Sorensen, 628 State St, Ripon – mural.  Sorensen is 

a co-owner of a business on Watson Street and supports approving the Black Lives Matter mural.  

Mandy Kimes, 309 Ransom St, Ripon – mural.  Kimes supports approving Black Lives Matter 

mural.  Rob Wittchow, 223 Union St, Ripon – mural.  He is against mural as it is a sign and not 

art and should not be approved by council.  Nate Zimdars, 537 Mayparty Dr, Ripon – mural.  He 

supports approving Black Lives Matter mural. 

 

Consent calendar (Unless the Mayor, Council or staff asks that one or more of the items listed be 

pulled, this list may be approved with a single vote) 

Motion made by Gallops, second by Morrison to approve the consent calendar as presented. Roll 

call vote taken:  Schraeder-yes; Schatzinger-yes; Hansen-yes; Gallops-yes; Morrison-yes; Werch-

yes; Splitt-yes.  Motion carried.  With this motion the following were approved: request for “Class 

B” Fermented Malt Beverage and Intoxicating Liquor license for the 2020-2021 licensing year: 

Ripon Public House LLC, (trade name) The Pub, 119 Watson Street, Ripon, WI 54971, Kristina 

P. Ebbott, 221 Watertown Street, Ripon, WI 54971, Agent;  Certificate of Appropriateness for 211 

Watson Street for Terry Robida’s request for decals for his store front windows; Certificate of 

Appropriateness for 221 Watson Street, Knuth Brewing Company’s request for a projecting metal 

sign;  Certificate of Appropriateness for 112-114 Watson, Sam Luna’s request for mural, pending 

payment of proper fees and fines for failure to cover or remove painting 72 hours after receiving a 



certified letter from Ripon building inspector.  The cost of the fine is $805 for June 30 to July 22, 

2020; and Certificate of Appropriateness for 308 Watson for Tom Rogers’ request to repair the 

front of the building and replace store fronts windows and door. 

 

Action items 

Request for street closure – Ripon Main Street, Inc.  (Wine Walk) 

Ripon Main Street is seeking approval to close the 200 and 300 blocks of Watson Street as well as 

a waiver of the ban on open intoxicants from 4:00 to 10:00 p.m. on August 7th in conjunction with 

its Downtown Ripon Wine Walk event.  Staff has no issues if Ripon Main Street provides the 

appropriate insurance coverage that would assume full responsibility for all risks associated with 

consuming alcoholic beverages on city property.  Motion made by Schraeder, second by Hansen 

to approve request.  Motion carried. 

 

Plan Commission minutes – July 15th  - Rezoning request – PSK, LLC (63 Stoney Ridge Rd) PSK, 

LLC requested to rezone approximately 0.933 acres located 63 Stoney Ridge Road from B-2 

(highway business) to R-1 (single-family residential).  Plan Commission recommended approval.  

Motion made by Splitt, second by Gallops to approve rezoning request.  Werch inquired if this 

would impact the TIF.  Rich stated no.  Motion carried. 

 

Discussion item 

Proclamation – Voluntary Masking & Face Masks 

Grant read proclamation.  Motion made by Morrison, second by Hansen to discuss masks.  Motion 

carried.  Werch asked legally what the city can or cannot do in regards to face masks.  Wurtz stated 

the situation is in flux, but believes the city can pass an ordinance making wearing a face mask 

mandatory.  The League of Wisconsin Municipalities are also allowing cities to pass ordinances 

mandating mask wearing.  Wurtz stated he would like to research further.  Werch asked where 

language/draft came from.  Grant stated Council President Schraeder, himself and City of 

Oshkosh.  Some council members had some issues with the wording in the proclamation – 

“educating” could be considered divisive.  Schraeder agreed and stated the idea of the proclamation 

was taking a position of encouraging people to wear a face mask.  He stated in a second draft 

council could eliminate the statement containing “educate” to something else.  Schraeder stated he 

is not in favor of mandating face coverings.  Morrison stated he received numerous e-mails and 

calls for mandating face masks and against mandating face masks.  He deals with the public in the 

medical field and his place of employment has a mandatory face mask requirement, but he does 

not wear a face mask outside of work and does not want a mandatory face mask requirement.  

Hansen agreed that the city should not mandate residents to wear face masks in public.  Businesses 

can state their policy on whether customers must wear face mask coverings or not.  Splitt is against 

having the proclamation.  Werch stated he liked the phrase patience and respect of other persons 

that was included in the proclamation.  Schatzinger stated she agrees with respect of others and 

that the proclamation serves the community.  She wishes the city had more engagement with the 

citizens.  Hansen inquired why the city needed the proclamation.  Grant stated so the city had an 

official voice.  Morrison stated that is what council meetings are for to get the word out.  He stated 

we need to trust people’s personal judgements.  Splitt stated he is not in favor and that education 

is out in the public.  Respecting others views should just come from being a human being.  

Schatzinger asked what comes next, edits for the current proclamation.  Many council members 

suggested the following edits: Removing “strongly” in the 7th paragraph and eliminated “and to 

practice patience and to educate those who may not wear a face covering because they are not 

aware of the benefits of face coverings, have forgotten or are not wearing face coverings for other 

personal reasons.  Motion made by Morrison, second by Werch to edit current proclamation and 

to bring back to council.  Voice vote taken: Schraeder – yes; Schatzinger- yes; Hansen- no; Gallops 

– yes; Morrison- yes; Werch – yes; Splitt – no.  Motion passed 5-2 (Hansen and Splitt voting no).  

Grant asked Schraeder to help him edit proclamation. 

 

 



Project updates & staff reports   
Recognition of employees celebrating anniversaries in July:  

Kandi Ferrari, Police Dept – 7 years; Christina Cujak, Police Dept – 8 years and John Kwakkel, 

Public Works Dept- 14 years.  Schommer stated in-person absentee voting is during normal office 

hours, Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., except August 6th and August 7th, it will be 7:30 

a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and there is an absentee ballot drop box located by the dispatch window of the 

police department.  Schraeder updated council on picnic table in downtown green space discussion 

Public Works Committee had.  The issue will be brought back to the committee and invitations 

are going out to Ripon Main Street and Ripon Chamber of Commerce to work together.  There are 

issues of liability, clean-up, and maintenance.  This may not happen this year, but maybe next 

spring. 

 

Mayor’s communications and appointments 

No appointments.  Grant reminded citizens to complete the 2020 census and that it is important 

to complete and get in by deadline of the Friday, July 31, 2020.  The census helps calculate the 

funding the city will get from the federal and state governments, draw political lines, etc.  He 

also stated be safe, healthy, kind and respectful of others. 

 

Agenda items for future Council meetings 

Contact Rich or Grant 

Proclamation – Voluntary Face Masking 

 

Motion made by Werch, second by Hansen to adjourn.  Motion carried.  With no further business, 

Grant declared meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Ann Schommer, City Clerk 

  

 


