
Ripon Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes of 
MARCH 4, 2014 

 
Present: Elizabeth Holz, Steve Hollenback, Steve Riemer, Adam Jacobi and Annette Klein.  Larry 

Smerling arrived at 6:03 PM. 

Also present: Craig Tebon, Downtown Manager 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by vice-chairman Hollenback.  
 

Jacobi moved to approve agenda, seconded by Riemer, unanimously approved. 
 

Approval of  February 4, 2014 meeting minutes.  Motion by Riemer, seconded by Holz, to accept, 

unanimously approved.  
 

Reviewed financial update. Chairman Smerling took over the meeting. $3,132.04.  Smerling noted 

he has not turned in his invoice for the State Convention from 2013 yet.  
 

Downtown projects.  Craig Tebon stated as of last Thursday, no permits have been taken out for the 

demolition of 310-312 Watson Street.  314 Watson may be salvageable. “Only Her” may possibly 

reopen.  Regarding State loans for revitalizing downtown, these are not feasible for small amounts.  

The Village Green Project Phase II is being worked on.    
 

Historic designation of stable.  City Council returned it to this commission for further clarification of 

future uses, etc.  After much discussion on ideas as being for seasonal use only (spring/summer/fall) 

such as for a flea market, summer gift shop, arts and crafts spots, produce, etc. it was decided to have 

a sub-committee consisting of Hollenback/Jacobi/Riemer work on ideas and bring them back to the 

full commission.  Out main vision is to “Save The Building!”  A RFP was discussed also.  Necessity 

of restrooms via checking with the Building Inspector and City Engineer.   
 

Fundraising.  Notecards were distributed by Smerling to: Soiree II, Ripon Drug, Kristina’s, It is 

What It Is, and Holly & Ivy….5 packages each.  A second five package has been delivered to Ripon 

Drug because they sold theirs out.   
 

Historic Preservation web page.   A big thank you to Dave Gray for working with Karen B. at City 

Hall to set up our web page.  It looks great!   Talk followed on a walking tour and a Facebook page.  
 

Painting of red stable.  When warm weather is here.  
 

Plaques.  Discussion was held on encouraging “house” plaques, such as on the Sakrison home.  Also 

a walking tour.  
 

Preservationist of the Year.  Klein will do a Press Release thru City Hall to advertise for citizens to 

nominate someone or some place for Preservationist of the Year.  
 

Rigg’s Park – tenant house.    We will try to set up meeting with Sam Tobias in early spring.  
 

Correspondence.  No correspondence. 
 

Future items:  

 

1. Educate citizens on the “preservation briefs” website to help individuals restore their own homes.   

2. Have an Architecture Scavenger Hunt again this year.  May is Historic Preservation Month.   
 

Next meeting set for Wednesday, April 2, 2014, 6:00 PM.  
 

7:00 PM  Hollenbeck moved to adjourn, seconded by Jacobi.  Unanimously approved.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Annette Klein , Secretary 


