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Meeting of March 6 2012 
 

Meeting of the Ripon Historical Preservation Commission called to order at 6:05PM 
 
Roll Call; Present-Brink, Gross, Hollenback, Prellwitz, Riemer, Schueler, Smerling, 
Stanfield.    Absent: Gray 
 
The agenda was distributed by Chair Riemer and approved unanimously. 
 
Minutes of the February meeting were reviewed by members with noted changes to be 
submitted as amended minutes. MSA with corrections as noted. 
 
The election of officers received the nominations of Chair-Steve Riemer, Secretary-
Grant Stanfield. Nominations were closed and approved by unanimous ballot.  
 
A financial statement for the Commission’s budget from the city was presented for 
reference. No funds have been expended as of Feb 23 2012 
 
Discussion for the criteria for the preservationist of the year award was discussed. 
Nominated was Mary Flanagen/Scott Kearney and Grant Stanfield. MSA. The 
presentation will be made in May during Historic Preservation Month. 
 
Downtown projects were highlighted by Craig Tebon. They were that the New Life 
Community Church is now located in the previous Thrift Store building in the 100 block 
of Watson Street. Work continues on the 204-208 Watson Street buildings. There is an 
interested party for the 208 building. 
 
C. Tebon also reported that the revised sign size in the sign ordinance is being 
reviewed. The size will increase to 12 square feet. 
There was tentative discussion to include in the downtown district, portions of Jefferson, 
Jackson, and Blackburn Streets. 
 
The revised subsection for Ord 20.43.110 for local historic designation was explained. 
MSA to recommend to council. 
 
Regarding repairs and maintenance for the Haas Stable, Member Hollenback reported 
that mention of the project and costs were presented to the Ripon Rotary club. The 
commission needs to prepare a cost estimate budget to make a presentation to the club 
for some financial assistance. 
There was a brief discussion on electrical service sometime in the future. Based on 
DNR guidelines there could not be any restroom facilities. 
 
Any discussion regarding historical plaques was tabled 
 
Chair Riemer and member Schueler had a meeting with the Ripon Chamber regarding 
fund raising. The chamber director thought that something could be done during Hay 
Days and/or to watch or sell something. There was the thought of creating a window 
display during Septemberfest. 



Ben Thiel had created a pencil drawing of the Haas Stable and Good Impressions 
produced 5x7 note card sample run copies for each of the commission members. 
Discussion was had as to how to package the note cards and if there would be a 
quantity price break. It was questioned as to where they cards could be sold either in 
stores or events. It was noted that perhaps a short narrative could be written for the 
back panel. Other buildings could be drawn periodically. An inquiry on the cost will be 
reported on for the next meeting.  
There was discussion as to how to give recognition to Ben Thiel and announce that the 
cards were available for purchase and at what locations. 
 
The historical architecture scavenger hunt will be done for the historic preservation 
month of May. Some retail stores will be contacted for prize donations. C. Tebon still 
has the template last used in 2010. 
 
There was not correspondence received this past month. 
 
Future agenda items discussed were: preservation easements and founders day display 
windows. 
 
Next meeting of the Commission will be April 3, 2012 
 
MSA to adjourn 


