
Ripon Historical Preservation Commission 
Ripon WI 

Meeting of 7 August 2012 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:05PM 
 
Roll Call: Present – Brink, Hollenback, Prellwitz, Riemer, Smerling, Kline. Absent: Gross, Stanfield 
 
Review & Approval of agenda: MSA 
 
Review & Approval of minutes from April 10 2012: MSA w/no discussion 
 
It was noted that a new member is needed to replace Mr. Gray. Discussion held on suggested names 
of persons that could be interested to serve. 
 
Balance sheet for the Commission budget was presented.  It was noted that two (2) plaques will be 
ordered for the Standfield house on Watson Street, and the three (3) properties of Kearny/Flannigan 
in the historical business district. 
 
The Preservationist of the Year Plaque will be picked up and a formal presentation will be made and 
publicity will be arranged. 
 
C. Tebon reported on downtown projects as: new or awning fabric replacements have been installed 
on; Fat Btruce’s, Only Her, and Watson’s Men’s Wear. A new business is going in at 208 Watson as 
Watson Street Tea & Treats. Ann Paulus is creating a projecting sign frame which meets current 
code. Additionally, 206 Watson will be getting an identical frame. 
 
In accordance with the new sign ordinance, signs meeting code and approved by the Plan 
Commission were present for New Hope Community church which is utilizing the previous sign frame 
of the former tenant and a new flush mount sign board for Zuzak’s Divery in the former Dos Gringo’s 
building. It was agreed to issue Certificate of Appropriateness for each. 
 
It was reported that the City Council has passed the modified ordinance giving the city the ability to 
locally designate with a local historic designation. 
 
To designate the Haas Brewery Stable for local historic status was tabled to next meeting. 
 
Repairs such as painting, additional cleanup, and securing loose siding and other boards has been 
scheduled for August 18th commencing at 0900 hours (CDT). It was discussed to forward a thank you 
to Jodi Thiel for spearheading the solicitation of funds to acquire the painting materials which have 
been secured through Paula’s Paints, Ripon. Approved to forward this note of thank you. 
 
Which properties should receive historical plaques was discussed. Properties mentioned were: the 
former Cole Hardware, the Mapes house, the former 1st National Bank, former location of the Ripon 
Knitting Works, and the old City Hall building. MSA.   
Historical research for the properties was discussed that this could be referred to one of the Boy 
Scouts 
The need for developing a work plan for a historic walking tour was highlighted. 
 



Fund Raising: C Tebon presented a calendar for watercolor renditions of significant buildings in Ripon 
by a Paula Eagan-Wright from 2008. Craig will attempt to make contact with her and discuss with her 
the possibility of images for current calendar or note cards. 
The cards of the Haas Stable as previously presented, will be gotten a cost estimate for 
price/quintiles with the anticipation to be ready for Septemberfest 2012. 
Also discussed was the possible activity of soliciting picture or art work entries to create a calendar. 
The quilt of local barns is progressing forward. If the quilt is to be given away at Dickens of a 
Christmas via a raffle, there is a need to acquire a license.  
 
 A historic scavenger hunt was tabled until the December meeting. 
 
Tombstone repairs have been further discussed with Lara Grant. If families remain to the 
descendants, they would be responsible. The stones of veterans could receive assistance from the 
Veterans Office.  Further discussion for next month’s agenda. 
 
A web page for the Commission was brought forth. The page would be connected with the City’s 
website. The Commission will contact Dave Gray to develop content and survey what other 
municipalities would have. 
 
In the matter of correspondence, Larry Smerling received information for this year’s state historical 
conference. If fees are submitted by the deadline date, there is a discount. Larry agreed to attend this 
year. MSA to permit him to attend. 
The Chair reported that he spoke at the Ripon Rotary on Monday, August 6th to tell what the 
Commission is and does. 
 
Future agenda items include those as noted above and submit request for historic designation for the 
Haas Stable. 
 
Next meeting is set for September 4th 
 
MSA to adjourn. 


