
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

February 20, 2013 

 

 

 

Present: Cotton, Hintz, Hoch, Pape, Riemer, Will, Workowski 

Absent: None 

Others: City Administrator Rich, City Attorney Wurtz, Public Works Director Drake, Building 

Inspector Leahy, Code Enforcement Officer Failor 

 

Will called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Approval of agenda  

Riemer moved and Cotton seconded a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Motion 

carried 7-0. 

 

Approve meeting minutes – January 16
th

   

Cotton moved and Hoch seconded a motion to approve the January 16
th

 minutes as presented.  

Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Action items 

Site plan review – Ripon Medical Center (845 Parkside St) 

Curt Baer, Vice President of Zimmerman Architectural Studios, and Tom Long, Director of 

Plant & System Facilities for Ripon Medical Center, addressed the Commission and explained 

the Stage 2 site plan submittal for the replacement hospital, which would be 140,000 square 

feet.  The Stage 3 submittal, which will be landscaping, lighting and parking calculations, will 

be submitted in April.  Footing and foundation plans are in to the State for approval.  Active 

construction is to start in March.  Leahy inquired about how far apart the hydrants are, since the 

drive doesn’t go all the way around.  Baer will look that up and report back.  Cotton inquired 

about fire department access to the building.  Baer stated the plans are in compliance with 

NFPA1, which requires the building to be located not more than 450 feet from a fire department 

access road, since the building is fully fire-suppressed (sprinklered).  The plans are well within 

that requirement.  Hoch inquired about the metal siding.  Baer stated they have no specifics yet 

and will bring samples in April.  Hoch pointed out the shingled roof looks out of place.  Baer 

explained the COO of the hospital wanted the gothic architectural style so it would fit in with 

the community, plus the roofs help identify the main entrances.  Cotton inquired about Seneca’s 

access easement for the discharge line.  Baer pointed out the location of the easement on the 

plans and explained the building is not located over the easement.  Motion to approve site plan 

for Ripon Medical Center, 845 Parkside Street by Cotton, second by Hintz.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Discussion items 

Landscape conflict in code 
Leahy explained that each zoning district still has a Screening and Landscaping section that 

conflicts with the new landscaping ordinance.  Motion by Pape to replace the wording in each 

zoning district to refer to the landscape ordinance chapter, second by Workowski.  Motion 

carried 7-0.  



 

Sunset clause for renewal of building permits 

Leahy explained she has had several property owners come in to renew building permits 

multiple times.  In some cases the work has not been started, and in other cases the work has 

been started but not finished.  The Commission suggested doubling the fee for renewals as an 

incentive to complete the work.  The City Attorney will verify that the current ordinance 

addresses non-completion and will bring back to the Commission if necessary.  

 

Fencing requirement in B-1 district 

Leahy stated she received numerous complaints regarding the fence that was put up on E. Fond 

du Lac Street.  Leahy suggested the fencing requirements be changed for B-1 to require 

ornamental or wrought iron fencing.  The Commission directed Leahy to look for models from 

other communities and bring back to a future meeting. 

 

Project updates and staff reports 

Code Enforcement Officer Failor shared his annual report and informed the Commission of the 

new door hanger process he implemented for sign and snow removal complaints.  The door 

hangers have improved the efficiency of the process and has also saved the City money in 

mailing costs.  The Mayor thanked Officer Failor for doing a great job.  

 

Agenda items for future meetings 

None 

 

With no further business before the Commission, Pape moved and Cotton seconded a motion to 

adjourn.  Motion carried 7-0.  Will declared the meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lori Rich, City Administrator 


