
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

April 3, 2013 

 

 

 

Present: Hintz, Pape, Riemer, Will, Workowski 

Late:       Hoch arrived at 7:02 p.m. 

Absent: Cotton 

Others: City Administrator Rich, Public Works Director Drake, Building Inspector Leahy 

 

Will called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Approval of agenda  

Pape moved and Riemer seconded a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 

5-0. 

 

Approve meeting minutes – February 20
th

    

Riemer moved and Hoch seconded a motion to approve the February 20
th

 minutes as presented.  

Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Action items 

Public Hearing – Conditional use permit (construction of storage bin) – United Cooperative 

Mayor Will opened the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.  Al Jentz, United Cooperative, Vice President-

Grain Division, addressed the Commission requesting approval to construct a grain storage bin in 

excess of sixty feet in height at 713 Stanton Street.  The bin would be a replacement bin, and the 

existing old oil tank would come down.  Installation of baffles on the first pit has improved 

containment of emissions by 70 to 90 percent.  United Cooperative also plans to abandon the four 

railcar loading points that they currently have and combine them into just one telescoping spout to 

be used for railcar loading.  Hydraulic cylinders on the side would raise and lower the spout.  No 

individuals from the general public were present to address the Commission.  Mayor Will closed 

the public hearing at 7:06 p.m.   

 

The Commission received letters from two neighbors, Lorri Domke of 606 N Douglas Street and 

Lorna Sopcak of 612 N Douglas Street, expressing concerns about emissions, dryer noise, train 

noise, and property values.  Riemer inquired about the joints and whether they were all contained 

now.  Jentz stated yes, they are all enclosed conveyors.  United Cooperative is doing what they 

can to keep emissions down; they like to control their shrink as well.  Paving the drive and 

keeping the grain stored inside helps.  The dump gate and grill pit are still open, but the baffles 

have really helped.  Jentz invited Commission members to stop by and view the baffles in action.  

Emissions won’t ever be perfect, but it will be much better.  Construction of this last grain bin 

completes their plan.  Hintz inquired how often emissions are evaluated.  United Cooperative 

reports to the State annually, and the City will address whenever a concern is raised.  Mayor Will 

expressed appreciation for United Cooperative’s investment in our community and for being a 

good neighbor. 

 



Hintz moved and Hoch seconded a motion to approve the conditional use permit for United 

Cooperative at 713 Stanton Street, allowing the height of the grain storage bin.  Motion carried 5-

0-1 (Workowski abstained). 

 

Discussion items 

Review of Conditional Use Permit – 707 W Fond du Lac (Jim Wesner) 

Jim Wesner was present to address the Commission and explained that his business is doing 

well and concrete work will start as soon as frost is out of the ground.  No concerns from the 

Building Inspector, Public Works Director or City Administrator.  No complaints have been 

received from any of the neighbors.  The Commission thanked Jim for coming in.  No further 

review is needed unless there are problems.   

 

Wellhead protection plan 
Drake explained the Wellhead Protection Plan for the City’s water supply system to the 

Commission.  The City Council adopted the plan on 11/13/2012.  The plan formerly in use was 

taken from prior water owner Alliant Energy and was outdated.  Wisconsin Rural Water 

Association assisted the City in updating the plan.  Drake explained the current water supply and 

flowage to wellheads, pointing out potential contamination sites and areas that will have more 

stringent restrictions on what type of activities/building can be done on those sites to reduce risk 

of contaminating the city’s groundwater.  Drake pointed out this is the first step of many before 

an ordinance is created.  The Wellhead Protection Plan was shared with the Commission as 

background information for a future zoning overlay district, which will restrict uses in the draw 

area.  The zoning overlay district will be on a future Plan Commission agenda. 

 

Project updates and staff reports 

None 

 

Agenda items for future meetings 

None 

 

With no further business before the Commission, Pape moved and Workowski seconded a 

motion to adjourn.  Motion carried 6-0.  Will declared the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lori Rich, City Administrator 


