
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

September 18, 2013 

 

Present: Hintz, Hoch, Pape, Riemer, Will, Workowski 

Absent: Cotton 

Others: City Attorney Wurtz, City Administrator Rich 

 

Will called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Approval of agenda  

Riemer moved and Pape seconded a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Approve meeting minutes – August 21
st
     

Hoch moved and Workowski seconded a motion to approve the August 21, 2013 minutes as 

presented.  Motion carried. 

 

Discussion items 

Draft amendment to I (Industrial) zoning ordinance (mini-storage) 

Will stated that mini-storage is currently only permitted in the I-3 (Light Industrial) zoning district 

with a conditional use permit.  The city currently has no parcels zoned I-3.   Anyone wishing to 

construct min-storage units would need to apply for rezoning.  The proposed ordinance 

amendment would permit mini-storage in the I (Industrial) zoning district with a conditional use 

permit.  Riemer inquired about the city’s extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction.  Wurtz will research 

the limits on the city’s legal authority.  Pape inquired about the requirement that units be “non-

climate controlled”.  Wurtz stated this is so people cannot use the storage facility as temporary 

housing.  Riemer inquired about “humidity control”.  Wurtz stated this falls under a different 

definition and would be permissible.  Will inquired about solar power, for example to maintain a 

battery on a boat.  Wurtz stated this ordinance does not prohibit.  Motion to recommend approval 

of Ordinance to Amend Subsection 20.36.010(B) Use Permitted with Conditional Use to Include 9. 

Self Storage – Mini Warehouse and 20.04.525 Definition of Self Service Storage Facility, to 

council made by Riemer, second by Will.  Motion carried. 

 

Lighting ordinance 

Hoch stated our current ordinance does not address glare.  Hoch shared samples of exterior 

lighting ordinances from other communities, which address wattage and orientation so that the 

lighting element is not visible from adjacent properties.  This encourages a more directed lighting 

approach rather than a generally illuminated approach.  This lighting issue stemmed from concerns 

about a recent new apartment project, and the glare from unshielded lighting fixtures.  This item 

will be brought back on a future agenda to discuss creating separate Outdoor Lighting Standards.   

 

Vacant windows downtown 

Hintz stated he has two issues with some of the vacant properties downtown.  One is safety, 

relating to holes in the concrete, as well as aluminum that has been ripped off and exposed.  

Second is aesthetics.  Looking through the vacant windows one can see ripped up walls, flooring, 

carpeting and trash.  Hintz would like to see uniformity in the windows.  Currently there are 

sheets, posters, and old signs.  Hintz suggested black curtains or tri-fold displays with community 



information, posters highlighting projects downtown, etc.  Perhaps a business could sponsor a 

window.  It was suggested that perhaps Ripon Main Street would have the curtains and displays 

and would place them.  Wurtz cited the public nuisance ordinance, which has a broad definition, as 

a possible way to address these types of items.  The Building Inspector is currently notifying the 

property owners, so the next step would be to cite.  Plan Commission directed this item to be 

forwarded to Ripon Main Street and the Historic Preservation Commission to discuss further.  

 

Satellite dishes 

Will stated that if a building owner allows satellite dishes, then he would like to see something like 

a metal roof louver to mount them on.  This would be on a going forward basis, just for multi-

family projects, and could be addressed during the site plan approval process.  Leahy suggested 

locating the satellite dishes on the ground behind the building, all in one spot.  Hoch requested 

staff to do a search and bring back sample ordinances.  

 

Project updates and staff reports 
Rich updated Plan Commission on recent council action.  Council approved amendment to B-1 

zoning ordinance for the new DDD (Downtown Development District). 

 

Agenda items for future meetings 
Bring back outdoor lighting requirements for discussion. 

 

 

With no further business before the Commission, Pape moved and Hintz seconded a motion to 

adjourn.  Motion carried.   

 

Will declared the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lori Rich, City Administrator 

 


