
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

November 13, 2013 

 

Present:  Cotton, Hintz, Hoch, Pape, Riemer, Will, Workowski 

Absent: None 

Others: City Attorney Wurtz, Public Works Director Drake, City Administrator Rich, Building 

Inspector Leahy 

 

Will called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Approval of agenda  

Pape moved and Cotton seconded a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 
 

Approve meeting minutes – October 16
th

      

Pape moved and Cotton seconded a motion to approve the October 16
th

, 2013 minutes as 

presented.  Motion carried. 
 

Action items 

Site plan – Alliance Laundry (new trailer parking area south of Creative Way between Kohl Drive 

and Stanton Street 

Dwayne Turpin of Alliance Laundry addressed the commission and explained that Alliance 

Laundry is looking to add trailer parking near Plant 2, the former Admanco building, as well as an 

additional exit from their parking lot onto Oshkosh Street.  Drake stated there is nothing in the 

ordinance to prohibit the additional exit; Oshkosh Street is not a state highway.  Will suggested 

opening a gate across the tracks.  Turpin replied that idea has been looked at, but because that is 

their semi receiving area there are significant safety concerns.  Will suggested that if Alliance 

could make the exit a right turn only that would help alleviate the concerns of city staff.  Cotton 

inquired about the trailer parking area entrance/exit.  Turpin replied would be on Stanton or Kohl.  

The parking area would be for semi trailers only, no employees.  Cotton inquired if it would only 

be Alliance employees using the parking area.  Turpin replied both employees and outside 

companies would use the parking area.  Access is universal, trucks could come in either direction.  

Currently the lot at Lyon and Vermont is being used, which only has a single entrance/exit, so this 

new lot would be safer.  No intention of staging.  Cotton inquired about overnight parking.  Turpin 

responded nothing he is aware of; no intention of parking and sleeping overnight.  Riemer inquired 

about lighting.  Turpin replied there are no plans for additional lighting; the industrial park is well 

lit with street lights.  Riemer inquired about the egress to Oshkosh Street, and noted it would be 

quite a drop.  Turpin replied they would cut back the sidewalk, and the area would be filled to 

bring it up for a smooth transition.  Riemer inquired if the trailer parking lot is north of employee 

lot.  Turpin responded yes.  Riemer inquired about the asphalt.  Turpin responded recycled asphalt 

with reinforced concrete for the trailers.  Motion to recommend approval of the site plan for 

Alliance Laundry by Will, second by Cotton.  Riemer proposed a friendly amendment that requires 

the City Engineer’s approval of the asphalt product.  Friendly amendment accepted.  Motion 

carried 7-0. 
 

Site plan – Smucker’s (1050 Stanton Street) 

Jeremy Wagner of CR Meyer addressed the commission on behalf of property owner JM Smucker.  

Wagner explained that Smuckers is looking to construct a 3,400 square foot boiler room, on the 



west part of the property, at the rear of the existing facility.  The building will be metal with 

partitions.  Wagner explained the elevations, pointing out a mezzanine for additional storage.  

Minimal landscaping will be needed; approximately one tree, which would not need to be at the 

rear of the facility.  Motion by Pape to approve site plan for Smuckers boiler building, second by 

Riemer.  Motion carried 7-0.  
 

Discussion items 

Amend I (Industrial) zoning ordinance to allow recycled asphalt as an acceptable product for 

parking areas 

Hoch stated he was in favor of the City Engineer’s suggestion of limiting the use of this product to 

long-term parking areas only.  Will noted that the Hall Street parking lot is recycled asphalt.  The 

Building Inspector is okay with the product.  The benefit to using this product is considerable cost 

savings to industries.  The proposed amendment is limited to Industrial zoned areas only, and 

would be subject to Plan Commission approval.  Riemer would like the ordinance to specify where 

the product can be used.  Suggested inserting “Long term parking and storage areas may be” 

recycled product, after review and approval by Plan Commission.  Riemer also suggested the 

quality of the material to be approved by the City Engineer and Building Inspector.  Riemer 

inquired about garbage areas.  Drake stated that garbage areas are typically all concrete, as trucks 

would damage asphalt.  Leahy noted that the paragraph in the ordinance addresses side yard 

setbacks and will double check to see if that conflicts with the landscaping ordinance.  

Commission directed the ordinance be revised and brought back to next month’s meeting. 
 

Lighting ordinance 

Samples of exterior lighting ordinances from other communities were included in the packet.  

Hoch preferred the Oak Creek sample.  The point of the ordinance is to eliminate bare bulbs and to 

make sure the lighting element is not visible.  The consensus was this would not apply to R-1 or R-

2.  Hoch stated this type of ordinance is becoming so common that light fixtures are changing to 

meet this requirement, to eliminate the glare of light fixtures.  The consensus was that the lighting 

ordinance would apply to R-3 and up (B-1, B-2, B-3, Industrial and Institutional.)  New 

construction only; others would be grandfathered.  Wattage was discussed but determined 

irrelevant.  Staff will bring back a draft ordinance for next month’s meeting.   
 

Project updates and staff reports 

Rich updated Plan Commission on recent council action.  Council approved the certified survey 

map for E. Jackson Street for Alliance Laundry’s parking lot addition. 
 

Agenda items for future meetings 
Bring back recycled asphalt and outdoor lighting requirements for discussion. 
 

With no further business before the Commission, Pape moved and Hoch seconded a motion to 

adjourn.  Motion carried.   

 

Will declared the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lori Rich, City Administrator 


